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Thanks to my co-author!
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Yet another study about Stack Overflow?

2Sebastian Baltes – Code Duplication on Stack Overflow (ICSE 2020 NIER)

Interestingly, there is one important 
aspect that previous research largely 
ignored…



Code Duplication on Stack Overflow from a 
Community Perspective
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Scenario 1: Using clones to increase reputation
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I could re-post a rather 
successful snippet 

wherever it fits without 
referencing the original 
answer to accumulate
views and upvotes !



Scenario 1: Using clones to increase reputation
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• First usage of snippet in 
September 2016

• Overall 31 copies of the same 
snippet, almost exclusively posted 
by the same user

• Now imagine someone finds a 
bug…



Scenario 2: Maintaining code copied into SO
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To make it more likely that 
my post gets upvoted, I 
could copy code from 

external documentation 
resources into my answer 

instead of just referencing it 
!



Scenario 2: Using clones to increase reputation
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• Happens frequently

• Potential licensing issues

• What if the authoritative 
source gets updated?



Issues when addressing Scenarios 1 & 2

• Authors can reject edits linking
the SO-internal clones

• SO’s rate limiting prevents users
from bulk editing posts
(they would get reverted)
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Community Involvement
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https://meta.stackoverflow.com/q/375761/1974143


(Very Basic) Tool Support
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http://research.sbaltes.com/so-clones/snippet-view.html?hashValue=8243950880252242804
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